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Societies founded at Nevers and
Marseilles were absorbed by the
Parisian one, and various changes
were made in the constitution of
the amalgamation, which took the
name Credit Foncier de France.
Its capital was increased, and it
was allowed to advance money to
local bodies for carrying out im-
provements. The government sub-
scribed part of the new capital and
secured the right of naming the
governor and his two deputies. In
1881 the charter was renewed for
99 years.

The Credit Foncier can issue
bonds, some of which are prize
bonds ; debtors repay the money
lent over a period of years, and the
amount lent must not exceed half
the value of the property. It also
carries on a regular banking
business, including day to day
lending and the discounting of
bills of exchange. Similar societies
have been founded in Italy, Spain,
and elsewhere.

Credit Lyonnais. French bank,
one of the three largest in the
country. Established in 1863, and
nationalised in 1946, it has h.q. at
18, rue de la B6publique, Lyons,
and branches throughout France
and Algeria, also several in foreign
cities, e.g. in the Near East where
French interests are strong. The
chief London office of Cr6dit
Lyonnais is 40, Lombard St.,
E.C.3.

Credit on OR KJRTON. Urban
district and market town of
Devon, England. It stands on the
Greedy, near its confluence with
the Yeo, 7J m. N.W. of Exeter,
with a rly. station. Stated to be
the birthplace of S. Boniface,
Crediton was anciently, 909-1050,
an episcopal see, and is now the
seat of a suffragan bishop. Market
day, Tues. Pop. 4,000.

Cree. North American Indian
tribe of Algonquin stock, found in
Canada. Formerly ranging from
Lake Athabaska to Hudson Bay,
they were wandering, unprogres-
8ive forest-hunters, retaining pri-
mitive forms of stone and bone
implements.

Dwelling in conical skin tipis,
they used birchbark wigwams for
tribal councils and religious cere-
monies. They number perhaps
18,000, with much white admix-
ture.

Creed (Lat. credere, to believe).
Verbal expression of belief. The
term is applied to a general
body of doctrine, and to a sum-
mary of articles drawn up for
belief. The three creeds of the
Christian church are the Apostles',
the Nicene, and the Athanasian.

Several passages of the N.T.,
notably Matt. 28, enjoin unity of
belief, while Acts 8 mentions the
profession of faith required of the
believer at baptism. The enlarge-
ments of the Christian creed were
occasioned by unorthodox state-
ments of belief and the necessity to
prevent misunderstanding. They
do not contain the expression of
new beliefs, but define the tra-
ditional belief, and are the outward
expression of internal belief. The
theory common to Christendom
until the Reformation was that
the authority for the definition of
belief in the creeds rested in the
visible church, divinely inspired in
matters of faith. This was disputed
at the Reformation, when Protes-
tants contended that the expres-
sion of belief must be based on the
interpretation of the Bible by di-
vinely inspired private judgement.

These two theories remain : the
former, held by the Roman Catho-
lic church, supplemented by the
decree of the Vatican Council,
1870, that the pope, speaking ex
cathedra as the head and mouth-
piece of the church, can infallibly
define articles of faith ; the latter,
held by Christians of other
churches, that the creeds, not being
of divine revelation, must be sub-
ordinate to the private judgement
of the believer, and that as expres-
sions of belief they are of tempor-
ary value, to be omitted or re-
shaped as occasion may require.
See Christianity ; Council; consult
also History of the Creeds of
Christendom, P. Schaff, Eng.
trans. 1877.

Creek. Powerful North Amer-
ican Indian tribal confederacy,
one of the largest divisions of the
Muskogeean group. At the time
of the European occupation of
America they lived in what be-
came the Georgia-Alabama area ;
their removal to Indian territory
occurred during 1836-40. Their
defeat in the Creek War, 1813-14,
was followed by the cession of
most of their lands to the U.S.A.

Creeping Barrage. Type of
artillery fire so directed as to fall
a short distance in front of advanc-
ing troops and prevent the enemy
from manning his defences. The
barrage lifts and then falls farther
forward as the troops advance.
The creeping barrage was first used
at tho battle of the Somme in
July, 1916. See Barrage.

Creese OR KRIS. Malay dagger,
frequently made with a wavy or
sinuous blade. See Kris.

Creevey, THOMAS (1768-1838).
British politician. Born at Liver-
pool, the son of a merchant, and
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educated at
Queens' Col-
1 e g e, C a m -
bridge, he was
called to the
bar in 1794. In
1802 he was
elected M.P.
for Thetford
and, ingratiat-
ing himself
with Fox,
Sheridan,Grey,
and the Whig leaders, was made
secretary to the board of control in
the Fox-G-renville ministry of 1806.
In the Whig ministry of 1830
he was treasurer of the ordnance,
and he was treasurer of Greenwich
Hospital when he died in Feb.,
1838. Creevey is chiefly known as
the author of the Creevey Papers,
which consist of letters and com-
ments written by him. Valuable
for the inner history of the time
in which he lived, they were edited
by Sir Herbert Maxwell, 1903.

Crefeld. Alternative spelling
of the name of the German town of
Krefeld (q.v.).

Cr eight on, MAN DELL (1843-
1901). British divine and his-
torian. He was born at Carlisle,
July 5, 1843,
the son of a
business man.
From Durham
School he went
to Merton Col-
lege, Oxford,
where a brilli-
ant career led
to his election
as fellow. He
remained at
Merton until 1875, when having
been ordained he became vicar of
Embleton, Northumberland. The
ten years he passed there were
largely devoted to literary work.
In 1884 he was appointed first Dixie
professor of ecclesiastical history
at Cambridge, in 1891 bishop of
Peterborough, and in 1896 bishop
of London. In addition to The
History of the Papacy during the
Reformation, 1882-94, he wrote
Lives of Simon de Montfort, 1876,
Cardinal Wolsey, 1888, and Queen
Elizabeth, 1896, and was the first
editor (1886-91) of The English
Historical Review. While recog-
nizing the supremacy of the state
over the ecclesiastical courts,
Creighton insisted that the English
church had its own place in
Christendom distinct from Roman
Catholicism and Protestant non-
conformity. He died Jan. 14,1901,
and was buried in the crypt of S.
Paul's. Consult Life and Letters,
L. Creigbton. 1904.
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